
How do I Identify Human Trafficking? 

Human trafficking is often “hidden in plain sight.” There are a 
number of red flags, or indicators, which can help alert you to 
human trafficking. Recognizing the signs is the first step in 
identifying victims.  

Some Indicators Concerning a Potential Victim 
Include: 

Behavior or Physical State: 
 Does the victim act fearful, anxious, depressed, submissive,

tense, or nervous/paranoid?
 Does the victim defer to another person to speak for him or her?
 Does the victim show signs of physical and/or sexual abuse,

physical restraint, confinement, or torture?
 Has the victim been harmed or deprived of food, water, sleep,

medical care, or other life necessities?
 Does the victim have few or no personal possessions?

Social Behavior: 

 Can the victim freely contact friends or family?
 Is the victim allowed to socialize or attend religious services?
 Does the victim have freedom of movement?
 Has the victim or family been threatened with harm if the victim

attempts to escape?

Work Conditions and Immigration Status: 

 Does the victim work excessively long and/or unusual hours?
 Is the victim a juvenile engaged in commercial sex?
 Was the victim recruited for one purpose and forced to engage

in some other job?
 Is the victim’s salary being garnished to pay off a smuggling fee?

(Paying off a smuggling fee alone is not considered trafficking.)

 Has the victim been forced to perform sexual acts?
 Has the victim been threatened with deportation or law

enforcement action? Is the victim in possession of identification
and travel documents; if not, who has control of the documents?

Minor Victims: 

 Is the victim a juvenile engaged in commercial sex?

Human 

Who 

What is Human Trafficking? 

Human trafficking is modern-day slavery and involves 
the use of force, fraud, or coercion.

Who is at Risk? Who are the Victims?

Trafficking victims can be any age, race, gender, or 
nationality. 

Trafficking victims can be men or women, young or old, 
American or from abroad, with or without legal status.  

The indicators listed are just a few that may alert you to a 
human trafficking situation.  No single indicator is 
necessarily proof of human trafficking. If you suspect that a 
person may be a victim of human trafficking,  please call 
the U.S. Immagration and Customs Enforcement, 
Homeland Security Investigations Tip Line at 
1-866-347-2423. You can also report on line at
www.ice.gov/tips.

For suspected on base  CTIP issues contact your chain of 
command, Security Forces, AFOSI, Inspector General. 
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